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Aleslev Leona
Member of Parliament
Richmond Hill, Ontario
12820 Yonge St.
Ontario City 
RE: Drug Abuse in Ontario
Dear Leona,
My name is Josh Smith and I am a student in Ontario University. I live in Richmond Hill, Ontario for the last ten years. I have interacted with many youths in the streets of Ontario City. 
Ontario City has a population of 15 million people of which about 1 million of them are teens. I have realized that there is a good number of teens who have been involving themselves in drug abuse. Each of the illegal substances that these teens take has its own effects on their bodies and minds. There are also drugs that are legal such as tobacco and alcohol which are only restricted to adults but the teens are using them. In addition, illegal street drugs have always been posing additional risks since their contents are not fully described or indicated (Family Service Canada, 2021). Teens living in the city of Ontario have been involved in taking illegal drugs such as Bang and cocaine which have led to increased crime in the city. 
According to the Health Officer’s Council of the British Colombia, teens living in Ontario have mostly been using marijuana and some other legal drugs such as alcohol and tobacco. According to the report 42% of students in Ontario have been reported to be using illicit substances (Teen Challenge, 2021). On the other hand, 83% of students in grade 13 living in the city of Ontario have admitted to have been involved in binge drinking. “The top four substances used by Ontario students: 58% alcohol; Cannabis (marijuana) 25%; non-prescribed use of prescription pain relievers such as codeine, Percocet, Percodan, Demerol, or Tylenol #3, 17%; tobacco 11.7% (Teen Challenge, 2021)”. To wrap up all these statics is that 47,000 Canadian deaths have been linked to substance abuse per year.  
The Canadian government, the parents, schools and the entire society have a responsibility of protecting the youths in Richmond Hill City, Ontario and even beyond. There are different kinds of services that are available to assist the youths with the issue of substance use (CMHA Ontario, 2021). The school board in partnership with parents should sensitize the youths on the harmful effects of substance abuse. The schools can introduce a course about dangers associated with substance abuse. The parents can take time and teach their children about the dangers of substance use (Family Service Canada, 2021). The parents should ensure consistent discipline that enforces defined family rules.
The government should take part in protecting the youths from substance abuse in a variety of ways. It can set rules that allows certain legal drugs such as alcohol, only to be sold to a certain age group (Johnson, Holder, Ogilvie, Collins, Ogilvie, Saylor, Courser, Miller, Moore, & Saltz, 2007). In most cases, governments across the globe have indicated that persons below the age of 18 should not be sold alcohol. The government can also increase taxes on some of these legal drugs such as the alcohol and cigarettes so that they can be out of reach for the teenagers. The other measure that the government can take is that of regulating the supply of drugs such as cigarettes and alcohol (Bonnie, O'Connell, National Research Council (U.S.)., & National Research Council (U.S.), 2004). It can as well make it mandatory for the manufacturers of alcohol and cigarettes to print pictures that illustrate dangers which are associated with their use. All the above measures will serve to discourage the youths from being involved in drug abuse.
The society should not be left behind in tackling the issue of substance use in youths residing in Ontario. It should come up with strategies such as creation of teen activities such as organizing game matches, which will keep the teenagers busy and benefit them in future(Johnson, & Saltz, et al., 2007).  Such a move by the Ontario society will ensure that most of the youths are under control. Similar issues are faced by other countries such as the US and some other EU member states. These countries have used similar strategies to deal with this crisis. In addition, drug abuse is related to structural functionalism theory. According to the functionalists, the society provides us with some guidelines on drug use, alcohol and cigarettes. Thus, the society has an obligation of trying to come up with solution to the issue.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, youths residing in Ontario City have been involved in substance abuse and there is a need for the society, parents, and government to play a role in curtailing the menace. There are various services that could be used to address the issue of substance abuse in Ontario. Some of the measures that can be used to deal with the issue of substance issue are mobilizing the youths at the community level, introduction of a course related to drug abuse, and restricting the supply and sale of legal drugs such as alcohol and cigarettes. 
Yours Sincerely,
Sign…..
Student’s name
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